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OK: A Report

Office Killer (1997) is the only feature film directed by Cindy Sherman,
and you wouldn’t know it unless you knew already. The fact that you
can't tell that the film was masterminded by one of the most celebrated
- and indeed cinematic - of contemporary. artists, however, is less about
failing in a foreign medium and all about the gesture of mimicking the
tropes of mid-90’ s Hollywood content and in a brilliant turn simply
slipping the result back into the mainstream. Which, at the time, meant
to let the film circulate mainly on video. (It has never been released on
DVD or Blu-ray, and will be shown on VHS at the screening which this
report is accompanying.) As an early example of the so-called “artist’s
film”, Office Killer is in fact an (art) object as much as a film. And as an
object, it mirrors Sherman’'s own practice by pretending to be
something it is not: a movie.

Paradoxical, is it not, that Sherman, who earmed her fame casting herself
as a movie star in her obsessive reenactments of the glamour of old
school Hollywood in her Untitled Film Stills, would choose to set her
only feature film in the most mundane of surroundings: an office. The
office is fundamentally a tragic setting. It is where the most brutal, yet
banal dramas of our times are being played out. And so, Sherman’s
choice of stage for her first and only film turns out to be as significant
as her choice of medium for something that could in fact have been just
another still image.

Sherman’s photographic work famously activates our Entertainment
Imaginary and invites us to fill in the blanks on both sides of that one
precious moment staged for the camera: What went before? What will
happen later? The invisible movie on both sides of a Cindy Sherman
still is produced and projected by the mind itself. But as the one
exception to her suggestive signature style, Office Killer shows all: Pick
any random frame at the middle of the film, and an actual beginning as
well as a gruesome ending will flesh out the full plot for your viewing
pleasure.

Office Killer concerns the story of Dorine Douglas (Carol Kane), an office
worker employed as a proofreader by the publisher of Constant
Consumer Magazine, who turns to murder - accidentally, at first, but
later for kicks - when she is sent off to “work from home” after a
company downsizing. Who would have thought that mousy Dorine
(who actually looks a whole lot like Cindy Sherman herself) was anything
but innocence embodied? Domesticated bureaucracy can drive anyone
insane, though, and before long Dorine’s home office is stuffed with the
bodies of her former colleagues.

Oppression, alienation and work were regulars in avantgarde art over
the course of the century that lead up to the year 1997. At that time,
however, the call to do something about it had all but faded into an
attitude of, like, you know, postmodern irony. Office Killer does not pick
sides; why should it, when it can play both games at the same time?
Which is exactly what Sherman does here: The mode is slapstick, satire
and slasher film all rolled into one often hilarious, momentarily
horrifying, and ridiculously entertaining mix of movie magic. It may be
what critics like to call unpretentious: There is enough in there to keep
the intellectuals busy, and just about enough to prevent everyone else
from wanting their money back. At times, it even manages to convince
you that it's a‘real film.

One of the most exciting things about Office Killer is that it will one day
be a hundred years old. Nanook of the North turned 100 this year. In a
few years it's Metropolis, then Citizen Kane, then ... One day, Cindy
Sherman’s sole, already half-forgotten entry to film history will be
drifting like a message in a bottle across time, space and cultural
contexts only to arrive to a future audience completely unable to
process the source code. How about that? All it takes is for someone to
have kept a VHS player and a sense of humor.

Terrassen, 2022
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